
EXPLANATION OF AMENDMENTS FOR NOVEMBER 3, 2020 

GENERAL ELECTION 

For the November 3 General Election, Alabamians will vote on several Statewide Constitutional Amendments. 

Follow along for more information: 

 
Amendment 1, if approved, would grant the right to vote to “only” those U.S. citizens who meet the 

requirements as opposed to “every” U.S. citizen who meets the requirements. 

Amendment 2, if approved, would provide that county district courts no longer have to hold city court in cities 

with a population of less than 1,000. It would also allow the AL Supreme Court, rather than the Chief Justice, 

to appoint the Administrative Director of Courts. Amendment 2 would increase the membership of the Judicial 

Inquiry Commission (JIC) from 9 to 11 and determine who appoints each member. Amendment 2 would allow 

the Governor, rather than the Lieutenant Governor, to appoint a member of the Court of the Judiciary 

(COJ). Amendment 2 would prevent a judge from being automatically disqualified from holding office 

because a complaint was filed with the JIC and would provide that only the COJ could remove a judge from 

office. 

 

Amendment 3, if approved, would increase from one years to two years the minimum term of office for a 

person appointed to fill a judicial vacancy. 

 

Amendment 4, if approved, would allow the Legislature to draft a rearranged version of the state constitution 

in ‘22. This draft could ONLY: remove racist, repeated or no longer applicable language & combine language 

related to economic development & language related to same county. Amendment 4 would require the 

rearranged version of the state constitution to be approved by a majority of voters before becoming law. 

 

Amendment 5, if approved, would allow a person to legally use physical force against another person under 

certain conditions ONLY in churches in Franklin County. This amendment would create a special “Stand Your 

Ground” law applicable to churches in Franklin County only. 

 

Amendment 6, if approved, would allow a person to legally use physical force against another person under 

certain conditions ONLY in churches in Lauderdale County. This amendment would create a special “Stand 

Your Ground” law applicable to churches in Lauderdale County only. 
    
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------- 

*Voters who wish to vote straight party for all of the Democratic or Republican candidates on 

their ballot may do so by filling in the bubble next to their party preference at the top of their 

ballot. 

*If a voter wishes to vote for any candidate outside of the selected party, however, he or she 

may do so by filling in the bubble next to the preferred candidate’s name. In doing so, the 

candidate(s) voted on outside of the voter’s designated party ballot will receive the vote for that 

particular race. 

*In addition, if a voter wishes to write-in a candidate, he or she may do so by filling in the 

bubble next to the box marked “Write-in” and then printing the name of the preferred candidate 

on the designated line. 



*Write-in votes must be hand-written and not stamped or otherwise artificially applied to the 

ballot. 

*As a reminder, sample ballots can be found online for the November 3 General Election. 

Google Alabama Secretary of State and click on “View Sample Ballot For The November 3 

General Election”. 
 

https://www.sos.alabama.gov/alabama-votes/voter/general-election-sample-ballots

